Skinny

Author: Giorgio Tani

This document refers to:

Skinny 2.0 executable implementation;

present documentation is released under GNU GFDL Li  cense.

Skinny executable implementation is released under GNU GPL License.

For more information about the licenses:
GNU GFDL License, see http://www.gnu.org/licenses/f  dl.txt
GNU GPL License, see http://www.gnu.org/licenses/gp  l.txt




Content:

What is Skinny
How to use Skinny
Changelog

o ®w



What is Skinny

Skinny is a free and open source program meant to help the user in patching the system, replacing the original
component, “uxtheme.dll”, with a custom one that allows the system to use non MS-signed themes.

The user, after the patch, will be free to choose between hundreds of high quality themes available for download (mainly
for free) from many internet sources, rather than from the scarce pool of choice of MS-signed themes, but of course the
system will still be able to use MS-signed themes via the custom “uxtheme.dll”.

Due to the unclear license status of the patched “uxtheme.dll” versions available online, generally distributed as free for
personal use, the dll itself is not included in the program and it must be downloaded separately by the user from one of
the many sources available on the net (joust Google for “patched uxtheme.dll” or search download sites, like Softpedia).

How to use Skinny

Skinny should run with administrative privileges in order to be able to patch the system; also, like anytime you run a
program that will modify the system, performing a backup before proceeding may be a good idea.

The first step of the wizard displays
general information about Skinny and
tells the user to download a suitable
version of patched “uxtheme.dll” for his

This softwars is intended to assist you in replacing a system file named system, freely available from various
"untheme.dil”, enabling the system to use non MS-signed themes. sources on the web.
You should use this program with administrative privileges.

As prerequisite you need to download the patched "wdheme dil fi [?] label opens this help .pdf document.
for your system; the dll is freely downloadable from many sources on
Intemet, i.e. search it on Gooale or on download sites, as Softpedia.

When you got a copy of patched "wdheme. dil”, f you agree in using
this software at the conditions stated in GNU GPL Version 2 license
{http:/ Aavwrw gnu.orgdicenses./gpl b}, press the "Mext > buttan

to proceed, otherwise close the application,

Image 1: first step

Image 2: Patch, Restore and Options panels in step 2
: In the second step of the wizard the
E|@[’§| user can select the “uxtheme.dll” to use
= to patch the system with the dialog in
2 i SEEE L the bottom part of the application; once
Patch | Restore | Options | the “uxtheme.dll” is selected press
o tickat s gt “Patch!” button to patch the system.
: [Create .bat] label saves the command
used by Skinny to patch the system to a
I3 .bat file for any further use, but doesn’t
| Hirts: i
;t-hrzi:sl_tlzl:t your system to let changes take effect before changing = ?_gg’[lg[:’hepzar:gr I;SI\elgs information and
|- the patch seem not working you can increase the delay in hints about patching the system, while
ipatchlng operations from "Options™ panel) or even run Skinny “Restore” panel gives information about
: — B _ restoring the original “uxtheme.dll” or
any of the previous custom .dll applied:
since Skinny create at least one copy of
“uxtheme.dll” each time it patches the
system for backup purpose, any change
can be undone selecting (from “Options”
panel”) one of the previous “uxtheme.dll”, that are located in "%windir%\System32", with time of the operation appended
to the filename (.yyyymmdd-hhnnss), so older .dll will be displayed before than newer ones while displaying files ordered
by name.
After selecting the backup “uxtheme.dll”, use “Patch!” button as usual to restore it into the system.
The “Option” panel gives access to “Set delay (sec)” parameter; usually it can be ignored but can be increased (up to 16
sec) by need: on some systems the patch is removed by Windows after few seconds, so Skinny 2.0 apply the patch two
times after a delay (by default 5 seconds) to avoid this event.

|In the diglog here below locate the patched "wxtheme.dil” you
idnwnlnaded, then press the "Patch!" button.
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When “Patch!” button is pressed the patch process start; you could see two console popup for few seconds and a
progress bar in the centre of the desktop.

Image 3: patching in progress

At the end of the process a popup will inform the user that the process ended successfully, then the third and last wizard’s
step will be displayed, allowing the user to reboot (after a 30 sec. countdown), that is the recommended option, or to skip
rebooting; in any case the user must reboot before being able to use system’s theme manager to change themes.

I} Skinny
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Mow you can find countless good themes for your deshtop under varous
license, most of them available for free download on the web ({just Google
for "XP themes").

You should restart the system in order to let the changes made take
effect before using non MS=signed themes,
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Image 4: third and last step

No third parts theme comes bundled with Skinny 2.0 so you should download them from the web. Luckily there are plenty
very good themes available for free downloading from many sources on the web; just Google for “XP themes” or search
in best download / upload sites.

If you are a theme author and you release your works as open source, like Skinny, or under a license that allows the
distribution of your work in bundle with Skinny feel free to contact the author, your contribute will be very welcome!

In brief:

| want to install a non MS-signed theme.

1) download from the web the patched “uxtheme.dll” right for your system;

2) run Skinny, select the “uxtheme.dll”: Skinny will patch your system to allow loading third parts, non
MS-signed themes;

3) finally, you can download from the web, mostly free of charge, literary hundreds of themes and use
them via the standard system interface:

right click on the desktop, chose “Properties” and then chose the theme; chose “Browse...” on the
bottom of the “Theme:” dropdown menu to locate the themes you downloaded, otherwise you may



save your themes in "%windir%\Resources\Themes" and have them displayed in the aforementioned
“Theme:” dropdown menu.

| want to restore a previous version of the dll, or the original one.

Run Skinny, select the old “uxtheme.dll” you want to restore.

You can find backups of previous versions of the dll made by Skinny in "%windir%\System32", with
year, month, day, hour, minutes and seconds appended to the filename; if files are sorted by name
the older .dlls are displayed before of newer ones (so the first is the original one).

Some screenshots:



Changelog

2006 10 24 released Skinny 2.0
New 3 step wizard interface
New documentation
Customizable delay in patching operations to allow the patch to work on some system where Skinny 1.0 failed to
work.

2005 10 25 released Skinny 1.0



